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Dr. Richard Barbrook’s Long Awaited Book Imaginary Futures Debuts: 

Providing contemporary literature with the most well documented history of cybertechnology to date 

Book Launch Celebration Draws Crowd to Welcome New Pluto Press Title From UK Author and University of Westminster Lecturer

(London, England) – Wednesday, 16th May – Author and University of Westminster lecturer Dr. Richard Barbrook presented Imaginary Futures, his newest work of literature to celebratory audiences today, urging all who use the Internet to educate themselves about the political history of this powerful tool and to use it to take action in shaping better futures for the world. 

Imaginary Futures: From Thinking Machines to the Global Village is viewed by many academics as being the first, and only, definitive guide to understanding the political history of the Internet, and how Cold War intellectuals, media and pop culture played roles in shaping the modern world’s most important technological development. 

“The future that I was promised as a young boy, does not exist,” said Barbrook. “The Cold War left intellectuals gave me a view of the future that included false realities and extravagant expectations, however, my research shows that we are now at a point in our political history that is crucial to how the world will advance, or fall into chaos, and at the centre of this tipping point is the Internet, and how everyday people will use it to shape things to come.”

Beginning at the 1964 World’s Fair, Barbrook traces the early days of the Internet, introducing readers to how the idea for a cyber-connected communications system was influenced by Cold War politics and duelling philosophies and ideologies of Marshall McLuhan, Norbert Weiner, Walt Rostow, John Maynard Keynes, John Kenneth Galbraith, Karl Marx, Lenin, Stalin and Khrushchev – all who played roles in shaping our cybernetic destiny. During the 1950s, Barbook explains how business and ideological leaders put forth a carefully orchestrated vision of an imaginary future, where robots would do the washing up, go to the office and think for us. With America at the forefront of these promises, the author demonstrates, ideological 
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forces joined to develop new information technologies during the Cold War era and how what they created historically has shaped the modern Internet, with intended political consequences. 

Crucially, he argues that had the past been different, our technological and political present would not be what it is today. Barbrook puts forward conclusions that challenge new generations to take the power of the Internet into their own hands, resist status quo politics and use the world’s most powerful political tool to shape their own, better, destiny. His message: if we don’t want the future to be what it used to be, we must invent our own, improved and truly revolutionary future.

“So many contemporary political and popular culture writers covering the Net suffer from amnesia, going along as if the past has nothing to tell us – with this approach there is no need, use or benefit in understanding where the Net came from. Barbrook’s book supposes that we are dealing with a new, rapidly changing information system that has the potential to transform everyone’s life, globally,” said  Simon Schaffer, Cambridge University Professor and BBC Presenter. “Richard’s book is the first adequate family tree of the Net, while most writers addressing the Net either forget, or ignore its history – he takes a lot of time, detail and research to present and then draw conclusions.” 
Beautifully designed, with a collection of retro-fabulous artworks created by Alex Veness, Imaginary Futures captures the fashionable kitsch of the 1950s and 1960s Atomic Age ideals, richly detailing the inventors, philosophers, pop culture leaders in 16 illustrations. Imaginary Futures is both radically inspiring and collectable.

Imaginary Futures is available from Pluto Press, and from bookshops throughout the UK. Copies can be ordered at www.plutobooks.com (£16.99 GBP – $26.95 USD). 

For more information, visit: www.imaginaryfutures.net

Imaginary Futures Press Contact: 

Lisa Devaney

Mobile: (+44) 07711238173

Email: lisa@imaginaryfutures.net
Pluto Press Publicity Contact:

Helen Griffiths

Phone: 020 8348 2324

Email: heleng@plutobooks.com
[image: image2.wmf] 

[image: image3.wmf] 


� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








[image: image4.wmf] 

[image: image5.wmf] 

_1235843476.doc
[image: image1.png]IMAGINARY FUTURES

From Thinking Machines to the Global Village

www.imaginaryfutures.net

RICHARD BARBROOK







_1235843561.doc
[image: image1.png]PLUTO PRESS
London-Ann Arbor, M1
www.plutobooks.com







