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Dr. Richard Barbrook to Host Netherlands Conference “The Futures of Digital Technology” 
(London, England) – 1st October 2007 – Author of Imaginary Futures: From thinking machines to the global village, the definitive guide to the political history of the internet, and University of Westminster politics lecturer Dr. Richard Barbrook will host “The Futures of Digital Technology”, a Leiden University workshop, Netherlands, 3rd October 2007.

“We are honoured that one of Britain’s leading academics in the field of digital technology and cyberpolitics is joining our workshop to address both the discourses of science fiction and those of global development, providing his insight toward how, in many cases, the futures imagined are a result of technological change,” said Professor Chris Goto-Jones, Director of the Modern East Asia Research Centre for Leiden University.

Joining academics and forward thinkers from Europe, China and Japan, representing the University of Texas, Sheffield Hallam University, University of Amsterdam, Rathenau Instituut, XS4all, Sieboldhuis Museum, Virtual Knowledge Studio (KNAW), Canon Foundation and Ubisoft, Barbrook will serve as the workshop’s authority on the topic of digital technology and the future, during the one day gathering. Popular science fiction writer China Mièville, who is exploring the function of new technology in his literary work, will also be attending. 

This workshop proposes to bring together academic researchers in the fields of digital technology and popular culture, and representatives from beyond academe, who are concerned with the commercial, industrial and policy futures of digital technology, to discuss what kind of research is needed to understand how the futures of these various sectors may relate to the imaginary futures envisioned by science fiction and development since 1945. The discussions in this one-day workshop will start by considering the future of thinking machines and the global village that Barbrook illustrates in his newest book Imaginary Futures (Pluto, 2007), a prevailing theme that has dominated Western thinking since the rise of robots and cybernetics. 

Imaginary Futures is available from Pluto Press, and from bookshops throughout the UK. Copies can be ordered at www.plutobooks.com (£16.99 GBP – $26.95 USD). For more information, visit: www.imaginaryfutures.net
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